
Join us at the BioRural Knowledge-exchange Workshop:
Advancing the European Rural Bioeconomy

Workshop 4:

Forestry and
Habitats

12-14 March 2024 
Online event

Register 
here or

Who should participate?

The BioRural Knowledge-exchange Workshop is designed for rural businesses, industry
professionals, community leaders, policymakers and other actors sharing the passion and
ambition of advancing rural bioeconomy. It provides a unique platform for networking,
knowledge exchange, and collaboration.

Benefits of attending the workshop

By participating in this workshop, you will:
Gain insights into the current state of the European rural Bioeconomy and its
potential for growth and innovation;
Discover success stories and best practices of bio-based solutions implemented in
rural areas;
Explore the BioRural Toolkit, an online open stakeholders' tool designed to facilitate
information sharing and support decision-making processes;
Engage in interactive discussions, workshops, and capacity-building sessions aimed
at fostering regional development and the adoption of circular bio-based solutions;
Contribute to the formation of the European Rural Bioeconomy Network (ERBN) and
help shape the future of sustainable rural communities.

Workshop Format 

The BioRural Workshop will be held online over three consecutive days. Participants will
have the opportunity to attend plenary sessions, interactive workshops, and virtual
networking events. The schedule will feature engaging presentations by renowned experts,
panel discussions, and case studies highlighting successful bio-based initiatives in rural
areas.

https://bf-uni-lj-si.webex.com/webappng/sites/bf-uni-lj-si/webinar/webinarSeries/register/48cafa3a16e3481cac821923c4db28fd
https://bf-uni-lj-si.webex.com/webappng/sites/bf-uni-lj-si/webinar/webinarSeries/register/48cafa3a16e3481cac821923c4db28fd
https://bf-uni-lj-si.webex.com/webappng/sites/bf-uni-lj-si/webinar/webinarSeries/register/48cafa3a16e3481cac821923c4db28fd
https://bf-uni-lj-si.webex.com/webappng/sites/bf-uni-lj-si/webinar/webinarSeries/register/48cafa3a16e3481cac821923c4db28fd
https://bf-uni-lj-si.webex.com/webappng/sites/bf-uni-lj-si/webinar/webinarSeries/register/48cafa3a16e3481cac821923c4db28fd
https://bf-uni-lj-si.webex.com/webappng/sites/bf-uni-lj-si/webinar/webinarSeries/register/48cafa3a16e3481cac821923c4db28fd


Announcement 
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Day 1 - Basic concept(s), technical principles (12 March 2024)
Valters Samariks
(Latvian State Forest Research 
Institute “Silava”)

Āris Jansons
(Latvian State Forest Research Institute
 "Silava")

Miguel Almeida
(Association for the Development
of Industrial Aerodynamics)

Jānis Ivanovs
(Latvian State Forest Research Institute 
"Silava")

Moderator: José Baranda
University of Coimbra

Project Overview: 

BioRural aims to establish a pan-European Rural Bioeconomy Network that fosters
collaboration among stakeholders, promotes the adoption of bio-based solutions, and
bridges the gap between cutting-edge innovations and everyday rural life. Through
assessments, knowledge exchange, and the development of regional blueprints, BioRural
strives to create a sustainable, inclusive, and circular Bioeconomy across Europe.

Save the Date and join us in shaping the future of rural communities through bio-based
solutions!

For workshop updates and registration, please follow us on https://biorural.eu

Forest Characterization and opportunities

Forest protection and management [fire, insects]
(North EU)

Forest fire protection and management (South EU)

Automation in forest operations

Follow-up session: Q&A, moderated discussion
with the presenters

Closure of Day 1

14:00

14:15

14:30

14:45

15:00

15:15

Draft Programme

https://biorural.eu/
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biorural.eu

biorural

@bio_rural

bioruraleu

BioRural channel

This project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon Europe research and innovation
program under grant agreement No 101060166.

Day 2 - Showcase of good practices, factors of success (13 March 2024)

Kristaps Ceplis,
(Latvian Wood Construction
Cluster)

André Dias,
(SerQ – Forests Innovation and 
Competences Center)
Anna Andersone, Ilmārs Preikšs
(Latvia University of Life
Sciences and Technologies)

Elisabete Silva and Isabel Brás,
(Polytechnic Institute of Viseu)

Moderator: Aleksejs Nipers
(LBTU)

14:00

14:15

14:30

14:45

15:00

15:15

Wood utilization in construction

The advantages and disadvantages of structural
wood usage

Challenges and Perspectives of Timber Utilization

Management of forest residues

Follow-up session: Q&A, moderated discussion with
the presenters

Closure of Day 2

https://twitter.com/bio_rural
https://www.linkedin.com/company/biorural/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCysejLMm1uufYXxyZMePewg
https://biorural.eu/
https://biorural.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/biorural/
https://twitter.com/bio_rural
https://www.facebook.com/bioruraleu
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCysejLMm1uufYXxyZMePewg
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Day 3 -  Cross-cutting themes (14 March 2024)

biorural.eu

biorural

@bio_rural

bioruraleu

BioRural channel

This project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon Europe research and innovation
program under grant agreement No 101060166.

Biodiversity conservation in private forests of
Latvia: involvement of landowners.

PEFC certification in Latvia

Certified forestry for sustainable production - The
Portuguese Case Study

Birch bark extractives and their potential

Follow-up session: Q&A, moderated discussion
with the presenters

Closure of workshop

14:00

14:20

14:40

15:00

15:20

15:30

Ģirts Baranovskis
(Nature Conservation Agency
of Latvia)

Līga Jansone
(Latvian State Forest Research Institute
 "Silava")
Raquel Martinho
(Programme for the Endorsement
of Forest Certification)

Jānis Rižikovs
(Latvian State Institute of
Wood Chemistry)

Moderator: Aleksejs Nipers
(LBTU)

https://twitter.com/bio_rural
https://www.linkedin.com/company/biorural/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCysejLMm1uufYXxyZMePewg
https://biorural.eu/
https://biorural.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/biorural/
https://twitter.com/bio_rural
https://www.facebook.com/bioruraleu
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCysejLMm1uufYXxyZMePewg
https://www.pefc.org/
https://www.pefc.org/


SPE AKERS

ĀRIS JANSONS
Senior researcher, professor. Leader of the development of tree breeding program for main commercial
tree species in Latvia, now being implemented in practice, producing seed material for regeneration of
⁓10000 ha annually. Currently main research topics are related to forest adaptation (natural disturbances:
wind and fire) – development of forest wind resistance models and recommendations for establishment
and management of resilient stands. Assessment and modelling of carbon balance in old-growth forest and
forest originating from improved plant material. Lead auditor of forest management (FSC, PEFC).

Miguel Almeida is Senior Researcher at ADAI and Invited Professor at the University of Coimbra. He
completed his Ph.D. in 2011, specializing in Natural and Technological Risks, with a focus on wildfires, a
field he has been dedicated to since 2003. In his curriculum, he is listed as an author and co-author of
numerous national and international scientific publications, as well as various technical reports.
Noteworthy among these are the reports on the 2017 wildfires in Pedrógão Grande and October 15, as well
as reports on major wildfires in 2022 and 2023 commissioned by the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 

MIGUEL ALMEIDA

Latvian State Forest Research Institute "Silava" remote research development manager. Obtained a
master's degree in University of Latvia, Faculty of Geography and Earth Sciences, developing a methodology
for mapping overgrown vegetation based on remote sensing data, which later resulted in the creation of a
wet area map in the territory of Latvia. Currently studying in the doctoral program at the University of Tartu
and developing models for estimating forest biomass volume based on remote sensing data in the territory
of Latvia.

JĀNIS IVANOVS

The Managing Director of the Latvian Wood Building Cluster and a member of the jury for the Latvian
Construction Awards competition. Is convinced that wood is an excellent construction material, capable of
simultaneously achieving ambitious climate neutrality goals while also creating beautiful, secure, and
sustainable architecture.

KRISTAPS CEPLIS

Isabel Brás, with a degree in Chemical Engineering and a PhD in Engineering Sciences, is a Coordinating
Professor and Researcher at the Polytechnic of Viseu, in the area of Environment and environmental
monitoring and waste recovery. She dedicates part of her research to the valorization of biowaste and the
application of life cycle assessment studies to proposals for treating this waste.

ISABEL BRÁS

Elisabete Silva, Graduate and PhD in Environmental Engineering, Adjunct Professor and Researcher at the
Polytechnic of Viseu, in the area of waste recovery and carbon footprint.

ELISABETE SILVA

ANDRÉ DIASS
André Manuel Alves Dias, completed his Master's Degree in Civil Engineering in 2016/09 by the Department
of Civil Engineering of the University of Coimbra with the thesis: "Analysis of the influence of the treatment
phase in the bonding quality of Pinus pinaster glued laminated timber". Finished his Ph.D. in Civil
Engineering in 2022/05 by the Department of Civil Engineering of the University of Coimbra with the thesis:
"Life Cycle Assessment of Timber Structures - a Cradle to grave perspective". He is member of ISISE and
Services Coordinator at SerQ - Forestry Innovation and Competence Centre. He works in the area(s) of
Wood Products and Structures, and Life Cycle Assessment.

VALTERS SAMARIKS
Scientific assistant at Latvian State Forest Research Institute “Silava”, and currently a PhD student in the
field of forestry at Latvia University of Life Sciences and Technologies. The field of study covers many
aspects of forest ecosystems and tree adaptation, with the main focus on old-growth forests, especially
carbon accumulation in tree biomass and greenhouse gas emissions from soil and tree stems. Participant
of PROFOR network which aims to advance the sustainable use of forests in Europe by synthesizing
science-based knowledge to  tackle the conflicting goals of sustainable forest management in a growing
bioeconomy.



SPE AKERS

Dr.sc.ing. Janis Rizikovs, wood chemistry and materials scientist, is currently a head of the Biorefinery Laboratory
research group and leading researcher at Latvian State Institute of Wood Chemistry. His research activities include:
Obtaining of biologically active substances (betulin) and polymer raw materials (suberinic acids) from birch outer bark,
which are promising raw materials for the synthesis of high added value derivatives for cosmetics, emulsion production
and polymer/adhesives industry; ecological binders, additives, coatings and wood-based panels; understanding of the
fundamentals that affect the hydrophobicity of wood after thermal treatment process; the mild hydrolysis pre-treatment
of wood for improving the cellulosic part accessible to pyrolysis for obtaining anhydrosugars.

JĀNIS RIŽIKOVS

Dr. silv. Liga Jansone works in State Forest Research Institute "Silava" since 2005. Since 2019 technical
expert in "PEFC Latvijas Padome", since February 2023 Borad member in "PEFC Latvijas Padome".

LĪGA JANSONE

Raquel Martinho began her professional activity in 2007, after completing her degree in Forestry and
Natural Resources Engineering from the Instituto Superior de Agronomia. Specialist in forestry and chain of
custody certification, for more than 10 years she worked as a coordinating auditor in a national and
international certification body. She has extensive audit experience with forest-based industries, service
providers and management entities. It ensures the management of the PEFC certificate database in
Portugal and is the focal point for contact with certification bodies and entities holding certificates, within
the scope of the SPCF, as well as for the dissemination associated with the certification processes.

RAQUEL MARTINHO

Head of Compensation Unit in the Nature Conservation Agency of Latvia (LIFE-IP LatViaNature project).
Master's degree in Law (University of Latvia). Expertise: motivating mechanisms regarding nature
conservation on private lands; biodiversity and nature conservation law.

ĢIRTS BARANOVSKIS


